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a b s t r a c t

This policy-oriented opinion paper, which has taken the form of a Manifesto, is co-authored by scientists
and engineers from Southern European Union countries that are presently experiencing deep and
complex systemic crises: Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece and Cyprus. With their Manifesto, the authors
advocate the adoption of a new development model, focusing on the target of sustainable bioeconomy,
around which other development themes and topics will crystallize. Implementing this model will act as
a locomotive to get the economies and societies of these countries efficiently out of their crises, and
smoothly into greener post-crisis pastures. The proposal is articulated in ten critical steps or theses for
immediate action by the policy- and decision-makers, as well as industry, markets and other key actors
within this troubled area of the European Mezzogiorno. Corroborating evidence of these theses comes in
the form of short reports or “letters” on the key topics of this Manifesto from the countries and regions
concerned.
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1. Introduction: a call to action

1.1. A time of change

The time of crisis is a time for bold decisions. It is specifically a
time for decisions affecting change, especially strategic change; this
is the type of change needed to urgently get us out of the crisis and
safely lead us to post-crisis greener pastures (Ferguson, 2013). In
the present text we intend to advocate such a strategic shift in the
development strategy followed by our countries, all of them
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