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Abstract This paper presents an overview of PED definitions used in five prominent
EU programmes and nine PED-relevant projects across Europe. By drawing similar-
ities and finding discrepancies between them, the paper aims to identify the gaps and
challenges in existing work. Through systematic comparison, the paper recognises
common traces and differences between existing definitions. The main challenges
include the definition of PED boundaries, the method for calculating energy balance,
the scope of non-energy matters and the assessment of qualitative requirements. As
the PED definitions are to be applied to locations with considerably different local
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