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Abstract

The Geochemistry Experts Group of the Ibero-American Association of Geological Services is a 

group of experts who exchange knowledge on exploration geochemistry and geochemical 

mapping as a result of the experience of each Geological Service. Currently, the group of experts 

has started to test the methodology for collecting information for the Geochemical Map of Latin 

America. The continental data unit used is the Global Terrestrial Network (GTN), following the 

recommendations for International Geochemical Mapping, but instead of 160x160 km, it will have 

a 40x40 km cell. The geochemical data will be collected in each cell, and an average value 

(median or geometric mean) will be determined. 

The medium used to harmonize the information will be stream sediments, as most Geological 

Surveys use and have archives of stream sediment geochemistry data from previous exploration 

projects. The geological and mineral resource information of the 40x40 km cell will also be part of 

the attribute table that will make up the database. The criterion for leveling data between 

contiguous stream sediment analytical datasets will be the greatest similarity in chemical analysis 

methods, sampling density and stream order. The continental geological map used to prepare the 

metallogenic map of Latin America and the Caribbean will also be utilized for the geochemical 

map of Latin America and the Caribbean. This map will include as many chemical elements as 

possible on a continental scale. 
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