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Cooperation between European and African geological surveys
as a pathway to raw material security for EU countries
The experience of the PanAfGeo Project
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The PanAfGeo cooperation project between European and African geological surveys
covers a wide range of raw material issues, from mineral resources assessment, artisanal and
small scale mining to geohazards and environmental management of mines. In the projected
third phase of the project, PanAfGeo Plus, the relevance of raw material topics is expected to be
even greater. The main task of the Project is to organise training courses for young employees
of African geological surveys, in which not only textbook geological knowledge is transferred,
but a great deal of emphasis is placed on the protection of mineral deposits, the application of
best available practices in both mineral exploration and exploitation and licensing principles.
An extremely important problem in Africa is the unlicensed exploitation of metal ore deposits,
primarily placer deposits, referred to as 3TG conflict metals (tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold).
This type of mining is extremely degrading to the environment and the use of mercury in the
amalgamation process, which is used in many places, poses a very high health risk to miners
and local villagers. Furthermore, the profits from the mining operations very often do not
accrue to the local community, but instead escape, usually in one fairly well-defined direction.

Mineral resources are extremely important for both the countries of the European Union
and Africa. EU countries need raw materials, African countries need good geological explo-
ration and good, environmentally-friendly technologies for the extraction and processing of
minerals, and, in general, a growing mining industry generates jobs, which raises living stan-
dards. Training courses allow direct, usually very good contacts to be made, which result in
a later lively exchange of information and substantive consultations. As lecturers, we hope
that our training courses will result in increased care for the environment and greater transpa-
rency in decision-making processes relating to the licensing of mineral exploration and explo-
itation. The rules that apply to European operators often prevent them from competing effec-
tively with entrepreneurs from countries where no principles of good business practice apply.
We hope that the implementation of projects such as PanAfGeo will have a positive impact
on improving the raw material security of EU countries.



